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CMs enVis Centre
CMS ENVIS is a premiere centre designated by Ministry of  Environment and Forests 
(MoEF), Govt. of  India to facilitate information dissemination and further the cause 
of  environment awareness and sensitisation. Since 2000, it has come a long way to 
establish itself  as a resource centre, co-ordinating body and a centre for information 
dissemination through various print, electronic and new media. Today the centre 
reaches an overwhelmingly large no. of  people through its various activities. CMS 
ENVIS quarterly newsletter “Green Voice” reaches thousands of  individuals and 
organisations through hard and soft copies. The daily e-newsletter Green Media 
also widely circulated through e-mail. From time to time the centre also undertakes 
focused study of  media coverage of  pressing contemporary issues and translates that 
knowledge in the form of  well-documented publications. 

CMS ENVIS also presents impressive on-line databases of  approx. 70,000 news 
items, around 2116 advertising agencies and over 1350 audio-visual programmes, 
3869 weblinks along with 2189 environment filmmakers, 124 plus environment print 
and electronic journalists. Besides this, the centre also engages itself  into focused 
research studies and analysis of  media coverage and trends on environment news. 
The centre has been an active and dynamic channel of  reaching out to people 
through different mediums such as newsletters, publications, research studies, case 
studies, highly visited website etc. to build public consensus and a network towards 
environment conservation.

www.cmsenvis.nic.in
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Background
respiratory diseases are on a sharp rise in Delhi which is predominantly contributed 
by the dangerous level of air pollution in the city. While some attribute this to the 
careless use of firecrackers during Diwali, other factors could be burning of solid 
waste in and around Delhi, vehicular emissions, dust by the roadside and around 
construction sites in Delhi and stubble burning in Punjab and Haryana1.

While Delhi state government has compared Delhi to a gas chamber, the central 
government declared measures such as schools being closed for three days, no 
construction and demolition work for the 10 days in Delhi and nCr region to control 
the situation.

In this regards the CMS ENVIS Centre, designated by Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Govt of India to find out the role of print 
media with objective to analyse the trend in print media conducting a survey of 
newspapers regarding the coverage of environment specifically on air pollution 
among Delhi newspaper.

1 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/23/india-doctors-air-pollution-rise-respiratory-

diseases-delhi

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/leave-delhi/

http://www.economist.com/news/asia/21625860-road-delhi-sweeper-eating-dust
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Methodology
The study adopted the following procedure for data collection and analysis:

• Three prominent Hindi newspapers (Dainik Jagran, Hindustan and Dainik 
Bhaskar) and three English    newspapers (The Hindu, The Times of India and 
Hindustan Times) were reviewed from October 16 to 16November, 2016

• The coverage of the issue was reviewed on daily basis during the study 
period. 

• The study analyzed the type of coverage, the pages at which the news related 
to the issue are published and the space given to the news reportage.  

Findings
table1: Month Wise news Coverage

Month Wise News Item

Newspapers October November Total

Hindustan 6 30 36

Dainik Bhaskar 5 10 15

Dainik jagran 14 26 40

the times of india 6 29 35

Hindustan times 6 36 42

the Hindu 6 23 29

Grand Total 43 154 197

There were a total of 197 news stories on the issue of air pollution among the six 
newspapers. Most of the news items appeared in november 154 compared to the 
coverage in october 43. among the newspapers Hindustan times has given wide 
coverage 42 and Dainik Bhaskar covered the 15 news items in its different 
pages.
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Table 2: Type of News
Newspapers Editorial News Stories Total

Hindustan 2 34 36

Dainik Bhaskar 0 15 15

Dainik jagran 2 38 40

the times of india 1 34 35

Hindustan times 1 41 42

the Hindu 3 26 29

Grand Total 9 188 197

Among the 197 news items only nine articles were written on editorial pages. The 
Hindu newspaper has maximum number of edit articles written on the issue 3. 
Hindustan and Dainik jagran also published two editorials each during the period 
of this analysis. 

table3: type of news- month wise
Newspapers October November Total

Editorial News 
Stories

Total Editorial News 
Stories

Total

Hindustan 0 6 6 2 28 30 36

Dainik 
Bhaskar

0 5 5 10 10 15

Dainik jagran 0 14 14 2 24 26 40

the times of 
india

0 6 6 1 28 29 35

Hindustan 
times

0 6 6 1 35 36 42

the Hindu 0 6 6 3 20 23 29

Grand Total 0 43 43 9 145 154 197

all the nine editorials were published in the month of november. among the 43 
news stories of October, 14 were published in Dainik Jagran. 
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table 4: Position of news items
newspapers type of page total

Front 
Page

editorial 
Page

Back 
Page

others 
Page

Hindustan 8 2 26 36

Dainik Bhaskar 3 12 15

Dainik jagran 4 2 34 40

the times of india 7 1 27 35

Hindustan times 3 1 38 42

the Hindu 10 3 1 15 29

Grand Total 35 9 1 152 197

In all six dailies, the news stories on Air Pollution had been published in pages 
other than front or back pages. The ‘other pages’ include city news, state news, 
national news and business news pages. only 35 news stories were published in 
the front page. the Hindu newspaper published more number of news items 10 in 
the front page followed by Hindustan 8 and Times of India 7. Except than Dainik 
Bhaskar all other five newspapers had published at least one editorial on the 
air pollution issue of Delhi.  

Graph 1: Hindi and English dailies Coverage on Air pollution

english newspapers had published more number of news on the issue than their 
Hindi counterparts. this margin of difference not much (54% by english newspapers 
& 46% by Hindi newspapers)
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Conclusion
Air Pollution is a complex issue and negatively impacts the health of citizens as 
well as the economy of the country. However coverage of air pollution after the 
announcement of demonetization on November 8, there is a noticeable decrease 
in the coverage of the issue in different newspapers. though the month of october 
to November had contributed 182 news items out of total 197 news items published 
on air pollution during the analysis period, only 15 news items had appeared in the 
newspapers post November 8, 2016. Demonetization was the center of attraction 
for media and coverage of air pollution was put in cold storage. 
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