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CMS ENVIS Centre
CMS ENVIS is a premiere centre designated by Ministry of Environment 
and Forests (MoEF), Govt of India to facilitate information dissemination 
and further the cause of environment awareness and sensitisation. Since 
2000, it has come a long way to establish itself as a resource centre, co-
ordinating body and a centre for information dissemination through 
various print, electronic and new media. Today the centre reaches 
an overwhelmingly large no. of people through its various activities. 
CMS ENVIS quarterly newsletter “Green Voice” reaches thousands of 
individuals and organisations through hard and soft copies. The daily 
e-newsletter Green Media also widely circulated through e-mail. From 
time to time the centre also undertakes focused study of media coverage 
of pressing contemporary issues and translates that knowledge in the form 
of well-documented publications. 

CMS ENVIS also presents impressive on-line databases of approx. 70,000 
news items, around 2116 advertising agencies and over 1350 audio-visual 
programmes, 3869 weblinks along with 2189 environment filmmakers, 
124 plus environment print and electronic journalists. Besides this, the 
centre also engages itself into focused research studies and analysis of 
media coverage and trends on environment news. The centre has been an 
active and dynamic channel of reaching out to people through different 
mediums such as newsletters, publications, research studies, case studies, 
highly visited website etc. to build public consensus and a network towards 
environment conservation.

www.cmsenvis.nic.in
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Background
The COP stands for the “Conference of the Parties.” It is the supreme decision-
making body of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), opened for signature in 1992 during the Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro and later entered into force in 1994. 

After its entry into force in 1994, the UNFCCC Secretariat was established in 
Geneva. It was then relocated to Bonn in 1995 following the “First Conference 
of the Parties” (COP-1) in Berlin. Since then, there have been twenty-one COPs, 
with the most recent one organized in Paris this past December. The next one, 
COP22 took place in Marrakech, Morocco from November 7 to 18, 2016.

The COP was created and put in place in order to structure the efforts of the Parties 
to the Convention as they address climate change. The COP meets annually 
to review and assess the implementation of the UNFCCC and any other legal 
instruments the body adopts with the goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and fighting climate change. These annual UN climate change conferences are 
commonly referred to as COP.

The first session of the COP was held in Berlin in 1995 and set greenhouse gas 
reduction goals for the Parties to the Convention. The second COP took place in 
Geneva the following year following the publication of the Second Assessment 
Report by the IPCC.

From the very first IPCC Assessment Report (FAR) published in 1990, scientists 
showed that emissions from human activities are increasing concentrations of 
greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide, methane and chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs) in the atmosphere. In its last report, the IPCC specifies the impact of 
climate change on land and ocean surfaces, as well as its direct consequences on 
the decrease in snow cover and the melting of the ice caps:

Over the last 10 years, the ice cap in Greenland decreased by 215 billion tons •	
per year.

Since 1979, the surface of Arctic sea ice decreased 3.5 to 4.1% per decade.•	

Scientists predict more frequent heat waves•	

Experts report a rise in sea levels and concentrations of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere. Each of the last three decades has been warmer than the one before 
it, and warmer than all previous decades.

During the COP, member States, who have common but differentiated 
responsibilities, strive to reach agreements on reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
caused by human activity, assess the evolution of their commitments and review 
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the implementation of the Framework Convention and other legal instruments 
that the COP adopts. Typically a series of negotiating sessions are carried out 
beforehand in order to optimize the agenda and discussions.

COP 22/ Marrakech Climate Change Conference 
The Marrakech meeting was the 22nd Session of the Conference of the Parties 
to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), known as 
COP 22. It also served as the first meeting of the governing body of the Paris 
Agreement, known by the acronym CMA. When negotiators from almost 200 
countries arrived in Marrakech for the latest annual climate change conference, 
COP22, it was being touted as an opportunity to showcase progress and start the 
important process of turning the UN’s Paris Agreement into a detailed blueprint 
for action. November 2016 (7-18 November), nations of the world continued 
their work on strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change, 
with the central focus placed on enhancing ambition, promoting implementation 
and providing support.

Marrakech also marks a turning point because the landmark Paris Climate Change 
Agreement will enter into force during the conference.

Strengthening action on mitigation and adaptation by all Parties before 2020, 
governments will make concerted efforts in Marrakech to support domestic 
action that will give effect to nationally determined contributions, combined with 
collaborative initiatives as part of an intensified Global Climate Action with non-
state actors.

At the Marrakech Conference, countries around the world also worked hard to put 
in place measures for strengthening appropriate financial flows, a new technology 
framework and an enhanced capacity building framework as envisioned in the 
Paris Agreement with a view to supporting action by developing countries and 
the most vulnerable countries, in line with their own national objectives.

Media at COP 22
Over 1,500 journalists from across the world cover the 22nd Conference of the 
Parties (COP 22) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, which took place in Marrakech until November 18, 2016.

Methodology:
Media has been playing an important role in communicating the deliberations 
and its outcome that take place during the Paris Agreement (COP 21) on climate 
change (UNFCCC). Over the years, CMS ENVIS Centre has been analyzing the 
media coverage related to the Copenhagen and Durban Climate Changes COPs. 
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In CoP-22, CMS ENVIS Centre analysed the convention related coverage in 
English and Hindi newspapers. The study focused primarily on how the Indian 
newspapers covered the crucial CoP-22 which was a follow up for the historic 
Paris Agreement. The monitoring of news dailies was done for the month of 
November 2016. The findings and the analysis aimed at: focus of the stories 
before and during the convention, number of news items published by these 
nine dailies, format of the news coverage, placement of the stories in newspaper 
sections, spatial reference of the coverage, space given to CoP-22 coverage. The 
focus and the issues covered were important parameters of the analysis.

Total of 54 published news items were compiled, coded and computed and 
analysed. The Hindi dailies were ‘Dainik Jagran’, ‘Dainik Bhaskar’, ‘Hindustan’ and 
‘Nav Bharat Times’ and the five English dailies were ‘The Economic Times’, ‘ The 
Times of India’, ‘The Hindustan Times’, ‘The Indian Express’ and ‘The Hindu’.

3. The Research Findings
Coverage by Major Dailies
The English newspapers were far ahead in covering the conference. 52 (96%) 
news items were published by English newspapers i.e. The Indian Express - 28 
news items and The Economic Times - 8 news items. The Hindi newspapers 
published only 2 stories (4%) in the month of November with Dainik Jagran 
publishing both. 

Figure 1: CoP-22 news coverage in Marrakech in English & Hindi dailies (in 
percentage)
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Table 1: Coverage of CoP-22 in Delhi newspapers (English and Hindi)

Name of Newspapers Language Total

English Hindi No %

Dainik Jagran - 2 2 3.7

Dainik Bhaskar - 0 0 0

Hindustan - 0 0 0

Nav Bharat Times - 0 0 0

The Economic Times 8 - 8 14.8

The Times of India 6 - 6 11.1

The Hindustan Times 4 - 4 7.4

The Indian Express 28 - 28 51.9

The Hindu 6 - 6 11.1

Total 52 2 54 100

Overall ‘The Indian Express’ English newspaper had highest 28 news stories on 
the 22nd Conference of Parties in the study period (refer Table 1). Total 54 stories 
were published in November 2016. 

Format of News Coverage
The news items were coded according to formats like Edit, News Report, Front 
Page, Editorial Page and Others.

Out of 54 news stories nearly half (24 – 44%) of the coverage were news. Another 
23 items were other like photographs, feature/ articles were published across the 
nine newspapers. (Table 2)

Table 2: Format of coverage of CoP-22

Format of News Coverage
Total

N %

Edit 3 5

News Report 24 44

Front Page 1 2

Editorial Page 3 6

Others 23 43

Total 54 100



Figure 2: Format of news coverage - English and Hindi news dailies (in percentage)

Space given to COP 22 coverage
Overall one-third (42%) news items had space coverage of above 1500 cm. 19% of 
news items had the space coverage between 600 and 900 (cm). Only 11% stories 
were covered in the 300-600 cm space in these dailies (refer table 3).

Table 3: Space given to COP -22 coverage

Name of Newspaper Section Total

No. %

Under 300 7 13

300-600 6 11

600-900 10 19

900-1200 8 15

1200-1500 0 0

Above 1500 23 42

Total 54 100

The Hindi dailies had a coverage area less than 300 cm, with only 2 dailies covering 
COP 22. The English Dailies like Indian Express covered COP 22 with a space 
coverage of more than 1500 cm. 
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Issues in CoP - 22 coverage
In comparison to previous COP sessions, the coverage of COP 22 was far less. 
News coverage of COP 22 crippled due to the wave of Demonetization. All the 
English dailies and vernacular language newspapers, ranging from the front page 
to editorial section covered the hit on economy, grievances of common people 
withdrawing money in queues and the views of the opposition parties on the 
sudden stop of cash flow.

Conclusion
India worked with Developing Nations to ensure that Climate Actions are based 
on equity and Climate Justice. The main thrust of COP 22 was to develop rules 
for operationalizing the Paris agreement and advance work on Pre-2020 actions. 
India, led by Minister of State (Independent Charge) of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Shri Anil Madhav Dave, participated constructively, in 
association with developing countries, to ensure that climate actions are based 
on the principles of equity and Common but Differentiated Responsibilities 
(CBDR) and climate justice. The Paris Agreement has clearly recognised the 
principle of differentiation between developed and developing countries and 
the current ground was focused on operationalizing it in rules pertaining to 
Adaptation, Mitigation, Finance, Technology transfer, capacity-building and 
transparency frameworks.

Overall, the outcomes represent a forward movement in the climate actions, 
especially on the implementation front. Procedural discussions and decisions 
to develop the Rule Book for Paris Agreement were advanced in many ways at 
this conference. It was agreed that submissions from Parties will be invited and 
technical workshops will be held to develop clarity and understanding on these 
issues.

Decisions taken at COP 22: Beyond developing the Paris rulebook, parties took 
actions and made announcements on a range of other issues, including:

Adaptation Fund:•	  One holdover issue from Paris was whether the 
Adaptation Fund established under the Kyoto Protocol, which provides 
adaptation support to developing countries, would continue under the Paris 
Agreement. Although developed countries would prefer to channel support 
through the newly establish Green Climate Fund, developing countries 
pushed very hard to keep the Adaptation Fund alive. Parties decided the 
fund “should serve the Paris Agreement,” pending decisions on governance 
and other issues.

2018 Facilitative Dialogue: •	 In Marrakech, parties asked the presidencies of 
COP 22 and COP 23 to jointly undertake consultations on how to organize 
the facilitative dialogue, and to report back at COP 23.  
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Mid-Century Strategies:•	  The Paris Agreement encourages countries to prepare 
and submit “long-term low greenhouse gas emission development strategies” 
outlining the kinds of actions needed to achieve much deeper emission reductions.  A 
new initiative called the 2050 Pathway Platform was launched, with support from 
a broad array of national governments, cities, states, and companies, to help other 
countries develop their own mid-century strategies.

Finance:•	  Heading into Marrakech, developed countries released 
a roadmap outlining how they foresee meeting the goal of mobilizing 
$100 billion a year in public and private finance for developing countries 
by 2020. In Marrakech, the UNFCCC’s Standing Committee on Finance 
released its second biennial assessment, showing that total global climate 
finance increased 15 percent in 2013-14, reaching a high-bound estimate 
of $741 billion in 2014.

Loss and Damage:•	  Parties conducted the first review of the Warsaw 
International Mechanism for Loss and Damage associated with Climate 
Change Impacts (WIM). The mechanism, established as an interim 
body at COP 19 and subsequently brought under the Paris Agreement, is 
charged with developing approaches to help vulnerable countries cope with 
unavoidable climate impacts, including extreme weather events and slow-
onset events such as sea-level rise.

Future Meetings:•	  Negotiations will resume at the annual Subsidiary Bodies 
meeting, set for May 8-18, 2017, in Bonn, Germany. Fiji will assume the COP 
presidency at COP 23, to be held November 6-17, 2017, in Bonn. Poland 
will host COP 24, set for November 5-16, 2018.

English Dailies were more active in covering COP 22 in comparison to the Hindi 
dailies. The Indian Express covered more than half of the articles (28 out of 54). 
23% of the articles were covered as News Reports while 22% of them were termed 
as others (visuals, surveys etc.) Hindi Dailies gave an overall coverage of 4% with 
Dainik Jagran.

After the thorough analysis of the news media coverage, we came to the 
conclusion that COP 22 was poorly covered by the media. The new concept of 
Demonetization had taken the Indian subcontinent by stride and the issue was 
sold like a hot pancake. Though the Indian Express did a great job by giving 
COP 22 most of the coverage, other newspapers did not see the Climate Change 
discussions as a potential topic to be brought into the limelight. However, the 
media’s reportage could be enhanced by keeping in mind that general awareness 
of masses on Climate Change has to be more and media plays a crucial role in 
it. There should be a dedicated department in every media house reporting on 
climate change and following up on Paris Agreement. 
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