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About the Theme
COP 23 Conference - Bonn,
2017
The 23rd Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (COP 23) will take place
in Bonn from 6 to 17 November 2017. The
conference is organized by the Bonn-based
UN Climate Secretariat (UNFCCC), with
support rendered by the German Federal
Government, the State of North RhineWestphalia and the City of Bonn. The World
Climate Conference will take place at the
World Conference Center Bonn and will be
convened under the presidency of Fiji.
For the City of Bonn, this important conference
will be a unique opportunity to present itself to
the world as an international and cosmopolitan
location, hub for sustainable development,
top conference venue with state-of-the-art
facilities and, finally, as birthplace of famous
composer Ludwig van Beethoven. The
City of Bonn gladly provides support to the
United Nations and the Federal Government
for the smooth organization and running of
this very large conference. Approximately
20,000 participants from all over the world
are expected to attend.
The City of Bonn and its partners are
supporting the UNFCCC and the German
Government in several fields, starting with
the accommodation of the delegates in Bonn
and the region as well as delegate services,
information and transportation. The city is
also supporting additional related meetings
and events that will take up the key topics of
the conference and reach out to the public
by involving citizens, enterprises, NGOs,
scientific institutions, churches or schools
in Bonn. Special cultural offers will be a
fine opportunity to point to Bonn’s special
anniversary year in 2020, when the city
will celebrate the 250th birthday of its most
famous son, Ludwig van Beethoven.
Each year the parties to the agreement
convene to assess progress in implementing
the convention and, more broadly, dealing
with climate change. The first Conference
of the Parties was held in Berlin in 1995. In

1997, the participants established the Kyoto
Protocol, which included legally binding
obligations for developed countries to reduce
their greenhouse gas emissions. Since 2005
the Conferences have carried another name:
CMP. This stands for Conference of the
Parties Serving as the Meeting of Parties to
the Kyoto Protocol, and so COP23 will also
be known as CMP13.
At CoP21, held in Paris in NovemberDecember 2015, the parties negotiated what
is known as the Paris Agreement, which
established specific actions and targets
for reducing greenhouse gases emissions,
mitigating and adapting to the effects of
climate change, and financing mitigation and
adaptation efforts in developing countries.
The agreement took effect nearly a year later.
Signatory countries agreed to work to limit
global temperature rise to below 2 degrees
Celsius and to make strong efforts to keep
the rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius. The Paris
Agreement is especially significant because
it is a legally binding agreement.
http://www.bonn-international.org/conferencesevents/
international-conferences/cop-23.html

Top of the agenda at the
COP23 climate summit:
1. Extreme weather
Fiji is the President of COP23, and its agenda
is to highlight the threat posed to small island
states by climate change. Fiji has become
the first emerging market to issue a sovereign
green bond, raising 100 million Fijian dollars

(US$50 million) to support not only climate
change mitigation, but adaptation. This is
an important signal that adaptation needs
more attention. It has often been eclipsed
by mitigation technology, which offers more
mature opportunities. But urgent action is
needed on both fronts. The headlines made by
this year’s hurricanes, soaring temperatures
and wildfires will ensure talk is grounded in
practical reality rather than theory.

2. The United States

The US is retreating from their hitherto
impressive position. President Trump’s
withdrawal from the Paris Agreement in
June raised concerns about whether the pact
would endure. But China recognizes that
the continued growth of its clean economy
presents opportunities, and has strengthened
its leadership position accordingly. Others,
including Europe, Canada and India, are
also standing firm. The statement by the G19
following President Trump’s withdrawal gave
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a clear indication that the group would not
backtrack on its environmental ambitions.
When the economic benefits of clean policy
decisions are starting to pay dividends, why
would it?
After the White House’s disappointing
move, certain US State Governors stepped
forward as bold leaders. California, Hawaii,
Massachusetts, New York and Minnesota
have all set their own targets for emissions
reductions. This will ensure the US stays
aligned with the climate action that businesses
want to see. It is not clear how much direction
will come from the White House in dictating
the US negotiating position during COP23.
The promotion of fossil fuels is likely to be
on its agenda. Trump is on his first Asian
tour and is preoccupied. But despite the
US’ official position, the voice of American
businesses, states and cities will be resolute
in their commitment to dramatically cutting
emissions.

3. Bolder ambition
Businesses, states and cities - in the US
and elsewhere - have a strong voice. The
Talanoa Dialogue is an official discussion
at COP23, focused on how countries can
increase their targets for reducing emissions.
(Talanoa is the name of a Pacific Islander
approach to group discussion which ensures
a constructive, transparent and solutionsoriented dialogue). This discussion kicks off

4 Green
Voice

in Bonn and will run up to 2018’s COP24 in
Poland.
The latest UN Environment Emissions Gap
Report indicates that many countries are on
track to deliver their 2020 goals, including
China, the EU28, India and Japan. This shows
that targeted policy measures which support
market growth in low-carbon technologies
can stimulate investors and private sector
to shift their focus. The reaction from the
private sector and other non-state actors is
critical as the Dialogue continues throughout
2017. Evidence that low-carbon choices are
synonymous with economic prosperity help
to generate the confidence that governments
need to increase their ambition.

4. Finance
Although climate finance will not be on the
negotiating table at COP23, it remains a
thorny issue and a hot topic of conversation.
Stimulating blended public-private sector
finance options to enable low-carbon and
climate-resilient investment is a key focus.
The latest report from the International
Finance Corporation details the opportunities.
With the NDC Partnership building support
from governments, efforts to support finance
flow are accelerating. While financing options
for mitigation technologies are obvious,
increased private sector funding to support
sustainable land use and climate adaptation
are topics shooting up the climate finance

A Newsletter from CMS ENVIS CENTRE

agenda. These areas are likely to receive
further attention at December’s Climate
Summit in Paris.

5. The real economy
More and more businesses, cities, states
and regions are seeing the benefits of a lowcarbon economy. Low-carbon solutions are
increasingly becoming low-costsolutions.
Up to half of current annual emissions
could be reduced through the application
of renewables; more efficient use of energy
in buildings, manufacturing, heavy industry
and transport; afforestation; and stopping
deforestation, according to UN Environment.
Demand for renewable power, electric
vehicles and energy-efficient technologies is
rising. Companies are setting evidence-based
targets, showing leadership and also being
transparent with investors about their lowcarbon strategies. This helps create certainty
about the transition to a clean economy. This
in turn provides evidence and feedback for
governments, which informs them about
how to develop and support mechanisms to
accelerate the transition.
These conversations will not end at COP23.
From Bonn to Paris, Davos to California,
and New York to Poland for COP24 in 2018,
there are opportunities ahead to celebrate
successes, take stock of progress and step
up ambition.
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/11/five-thingspeople-will-be-talking-about-at-cop23/

In Black & White
India on path to meet climate
targets, rich world falling short
November 9, 2017, The Times of India, BONN

BONN: Sixteen of the 25 major carbon
emitting countries, including the United
States, Australia, Canada and the EU nations
(counted together) are not on track to achieve
their Paris pledges, says a new global
report released in Germany on Wednesday.
The report, based on scientific analysis of
what all the top 25 emitters have been doing
to cut their emissions, has noted that only nine
of these countries, including India and China,
are “on track to achieve or even overachieve
their self-determined unconditional” targets.
This new report by the International Institute
for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) and
two other institutions including New Climate
Institute provides an overview of projected
greenhouse gas emissions in 25 major
emitting countries\region up to 2030, taking
into account the emission trajectories based
on current policies and the implementation
of their nationally determined contributions
(NDCs) under the Paris Agreement.

goal to keep the average global temperature
rise below 2 degree Celsius by the end of this
century.
The report comes two days after India
questioned the developed countries on their
sluggish record during pre-2020 commitment
period under the Kyoto Protocol. India
reminded the rich nations of their previous
commitment on the inaugural day of the
climate conference (COP23) on Monday and
sought them to walk the talk.

The report, while highlighting how most
developed countries were falling short,
attributed their poor record on the higher
commitments made. It noted that a country
likely to meet its NDC was not necessarily
undertaking more stringent action on
mitigation than a country which is not on
track, as this depends on the ambition level
for the nationally determined target, and
because countries have different policymaking approaches.

Besides India and China, the other countries
who are roughly on track to achieve their Paris
pledges include Brazil, Colombia, Japan,
Mexico, Russia, Ukraine and Turkey. The
countries that require additional measures
to achieve their targets are: Argentina,
Australia, Canada, Chile, Congo, Ethiopia,
the EU, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Morocco,
South Korea, Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
Thailand, Philippines and USA.

“Nevertheless, as countries are adopting
implementation measures, it is essential
that the gaps between mitigation targets and
current policy trajectories begin to close, in
the years to come”, it said while noting that the
new study would provide useful information
for the facilitative dialogue next year.

The IIASA report also noted that the
greenhouse gas emissions in Brazil, Canada,
Colombia, Russia and Ukraine are projected
to remain stable, approximately at current
levels, with currently implemented policies.
“In Japan and the EU, greenhouse gas
emissions are projected to decrease further,
under current policies”, it said.

Though the NDCs are meant for actions
under the Paris Agreement post-2020, it
is important for countries to finetune their
current policy trajectories so that they can
achieve their individual targets and a common

This report has, in fact, substantiated
what the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) had on October 31 said
in its ‘Emission Gap Report’. It had said that
the national pledges on emission reduction,

made by countries from across the globe
under the Paris Agreement, will only bring
a third of what is needed to avoid the worst
impact.
Though the UNEP did not flag countryspecific details, it noted that even full
implementation of current unconditional and
conditional national climate actions by all
countries together will make a temperature
increase of at least 3 degree Celsius by 2100
— meaning that the governments need to
deliver much stronger pledges when they are
revised in 2020.
The UN environment body, meanwhile,
on Wednesday came out with a report on
adaptation issues. The report called Adaptation
Gap Report, also noted that the developing
countries would need $140 billion to $300
billion per year by 2030 to adapt themselves
for facing the impact of global warming.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/
global-warming/india-on-path-to-meet-climate-targets-richworld-falling-short/articleshow/61569977.cms

COP-23: India to play
constructive role in
combating climate change
November 7, 2017, Jagran Josh , BONN

The 23rd annual conference of the parties
(COP) under the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) kicked off
in Bonn, Germany on 6 November 2017
with the aim to hold to the path of the Paris
Climate Change Agreement.
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The conference would be held from 6
November till 17 November 2017. India at
the summit firmly asserted its stand, saying
it considers climate change as a major threat
and will play a positive and constructive role
in combating it. This was stated by Union
Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Dr Harsh Vardhan while inaugurating
the India Pavilion at the summit.
India’s theme for COP 23 is ‘Conserving Now,
Preserving Future’. The Minister noted that
solving the crisis of climate change is not a
question of politics but a moral obligation. He
said, although India’s per capita emissions
are only one-third of the global average,
and its contribution to global stock of carbon
dioxide is less than three per cent, it has still
moved ahead with the implementation of
path-breaking initiatives.

Nicaragua has however, signed the accord
now, leaving the US and Syria as the only
two holdouts on the global climate pact.
https://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/cop23-indiato-play-constructive-role-in-combating-climate-change1510027866-1

India-led solar alliance to add
1,000GW of energy by 2030
November 16, 2017, The Times of India, Vishwa
Mohan, BONN

BONN: Set to become a legal entity in
December, the India-led International Solar
Alliance (ISA) plans to add 1,000 gigawatt
(GW) of solar power across the globe by 2030
with an investment of nearly 1,200 billion euros.
ISA’s future plans were made public here
in Bonn on the sidelines of the ongoing UN
climate change conference (COP23).

Besides this, India also called for early timebound ratification of second commitment
period of the Kyoto Protocol (KP II) by
developed countries to ensure the highest
possible mitigation efforts under the UN
Convention by all countries.

India had earlier planned to disclose details
of ISA’s agenda next month during the
alliance’s first global summit in Delhi. The
inaugural summit has, however, now been
deferred due to postponement of French
President Emmanuel Macron’s India visit.

The minister further stated that India has
been ambitious in its climate change actions
and expects other countries to be ambitious
based on their historical responsibility on the
basis of equity and common but differentiated
responsibilities.

Macron was earlier expected to attend the
summit on December 9 during his India
visit. The mega meet is now expected to
be scheduled early next year, depending
on availability of Macron and PM Narendra
Modi.

He also said contributions of citizens,
sustainable lifestyles and climate justice
provides an alternative means to address
climate change which must be rigorously
pursued.

ISA is India’s brainchild and is meant to bring
121 solar rich countries on a single platform
to explore ways to utilise and promote solar
energy.

Background
The conference takes place against the
backdrop of several destructive natural
events including hurricanes, forest fires,
floods, droughts, melting of ice and impacts
on agriculture that have impacted the food
security of nations across the world.
The Paris Agreement, which was adopted
in December 2015 by over 190 countries,
mainly aims to prevent an increase in global
average temperature and keep it well below
2 degree Celsius.
Earlier two countries, Nicaragua and Syria,
had abstained from signing the accord.
Recently, US also announced its decision of
withdrawing from the agreement.
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The alliance was jointly launched by PM
Modi and the then French President Francois
Hollande in Paris on November 30, 2015.
Since France had been quite active on this
Indian initiative to forge a global coalition to
harness solar energy, India is keen to have
Macron on board at ISAs inaugural summit.

been proactively working on their solar goals
and achieving the target of 1,000GW by 2030
would be a collective goal.
The current installed global capacity of solar
power is around 303GW, including 12GW
in India. Nearly 75GW of solar power was
added globally in 2016. India had in 2015
revised its solar power target from 20 GW to
100 GW by 2022. So far, 44 countries have
signed the ISA framework agreement.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/
the-good-earth/india-led-solar-alliance-to-add-1000gw-ofenergy-by-2030/articleshow/61665841.cms

COP 23 at Bonn: India has
resolved to be a strong
leader on climate action
November 10, 2017, The Hindustan Times, Marina
Walter, BONN

This week a major United Nations gathering
on climate change gets underway in Bonn,
Germany. Countries around the world will
take this opportunity to showcase their
actions taken to fulfil pledges under the
landmark 2015 Paris agreement on climate
change, another step forward under the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC). But it’s clear
that there is still much ground to cover.
The Emissions Gap Report 2017, an annual
audit of national mitigation efforts and the
goals presented by countries in their voluntary
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs),
finds that pledges to reduce current emissions
are only about one-third of what is needed to
prevent catastrophic temperature increases.
The NDCs must therefore be the floor, not
the ceiling, of ambition.

“We have had discussion on the issue here
with the French government’s special envoy
for implementation of ISA, Segolene Royal.
Fresh dates are being explored, keeping
in mind the availability of PM Modi and
President Macron.

In India, Prime Minister Modi has already
indicated that the country will go “above
and beyond” the Paris agreement, with a
call to action: “We must leave for our future
generations a climate wherein they can
breathe clean air and have a healthy life.” On
his watch, the government has demonstrated
a deep understanding of the need to reduce
India’s dependence on fossil fuels, and a
recognition of the severe effects of carbon
emission pollution on human health.

The summit is likely to be held early next
year,” said Anand Kumar, secretary in the
ministry of new and renewable energy, on
Tuesday. Kumar said member countries had

But actions to slow climate change are not
only being taken by the national government.
State governments, businesses, civil society,
and individuals are pitching in to move far
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beyond commitments. India stands on the
cusp of an energy revolution. In just the
past year, the country added 11.3 gigawatts
(GW) of renewable energy capacity, making
critical progress towards its ambitious target
of 175 GW of renewable energy generation
by 2022.
Some of India’s largest states, including
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
are pitching to use renewables to power
their growth. The Indian Railways, one of
the biggest consumers of electricity in the
country is planning a future based on greater
energy efficiency. And it’s perhaps small
and medium sized enterprises, who are
championing the cause of a cleaner future for
us, fastest and with the most impact. As we
speak, 1,100 steel re-rolling mills across the
country are adopting a series of technologies
to become more energy efficient, aiming to
save emissions equal to 3 million cars each
year. In doing so, they expect to save Rs.
1,000 crore in a single year.
Meanwhile big gains are also being
demonstrated by the khadi handloom sector,
with many looking to replace power looms
with solar-run systems. At the other end of
the spectrum, cities like Indore are pioneering
effective waste management systems to deal
with plastic, one of the biggest environmental
threats facing us today. Recycled plastic
is used in road construction and cement
factories, reducing thousands of tonnes in
emissions and building better livelihoods
for those entrusted with keeping our cities
clean.
These achievements and commitments are
a testament to India’s resolve to be a strong
leader on climate action. The country has
often played crucial role, bringing many
countries together to negotiate on a common
platform. More importantly, India has made
compelling arguments about the need for
nations to bridge development and climate
action on issues of equity, finance and
technology.
The Bonn summit will be crucial in
determining the continued success of the
Paris agreement. The essential foundation
for how international climate action will be
advanced was laid in Paris. Now the strategy
on how countries can be held accountable
to their NDCs and incentivised to do even
more will be written in Bonn. This means

making significant progress in some of the
more knotty issues in international climate
diplomacy, such as financing and technology
transfers from developed countries to
developing nations.
In addition, negotiators will focus on building
greater transparency and accountability in
how countries report progress and a new
five-year cycle to assess progress and spur
parties to announce stronger emissions
reduction targets. Negotiations will also
push for an increase in the level of detail
countries provide alongside future targets so
the environmental implications can be fully
understood.
The Paris agreement created a dynamic
process for countries to adopt more
aggressive and immediate commitments.
I am confident that far from falling short
in meeting the goals of the Paris accord,
experiences from countries like India will
only add to our collective ambition to act on
climate change.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/cop-23-at-bonnindia-has-resolved-to-be-a-strong-leader-on-climateaction/story-iQV0BDQQnvPZQA2aVsagCI.html

Climate change result of
unsustainable lifestyle: India
November 18, 2017, Live Mint, PTI , Delhi

Paris Agreement and equal progress should
be made “on all pillars”. “India has taken
ambitious targets in its nationally determined
contributions (NDC) and is on a path for
achieving those. This is in line with all our
glorious traditions which have for centuries
stood for sustainable lifestyles and care for
nature,” he said.
He said the ongoing summit was crucial as it
would set the stage for the 2018 facilitation
dialogue, accelerate pre- 2020 action and
firm up the modalities for implementation of
the Paris Agreement, he said.
He congratulated world leaders for their
resolve to uphold the Paris deal and
demonstrate the success of multilateralism.
“However, this is only the beginning. The
task ahead is its effective operationalisation
in accordance with the agreed principles
of ‘Equity and Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities’
(CBDR-RC). We must also address the issue
of climate justice” he said.
He added, “We expect that the COP-23
outcomes are balanced and reached upon
through a party-driven process”. “They
should not result in reinterpretation of the
Paris Agreement and equal progress should
be made on all pillars.”
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/
ALwBzvmhvJgMJa7WF4kYtI/Climate-change-result-ofunsustainable-lifestyle-India.html

New Delhi: Climate change is a result of
unsustainable lifestyle and consumption
pattern, environment minister Harsh Vardhan
told world climate negotiators in Bonn in
Germany, and hoped that the outcome of the
ongoing summit is “balanced” and reached
through a party-driven process.
Making the country statement at the
Conference of Parties (COP-23) yesterday,
the minister said India’s traditional wisdom to
tackle climate change can be a “beacon of
light”.
He said the outcome of the summit should
not result in reinterpretation of the historic

Bonn climate change
conference: Big win for India
and developing countries,
key demands on ‘pre-2020
actions’ likely to be met
November 16, 2017, The Indian Express, Amitabh
Sinha , Bonn

India and developing countries scored an
important victory at the climate change
conference here, with some of their key
demands on ‘pre-2020 actions’ getting agreed
upon and included in the draft decisions that
will be adopted at the end of the two-week
meeting.
Right from the first day of the conference,
India, and ‘like-minded developing countries’,
a negotiating group of more than 20 countries,
had demanded that ‘pre-2020 actions’ –
a reference to obligations mainly of the
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developed countries under the 1997 Kyoto
Protocol that still has three years to run – be
included in the official agenda of discussions.
They had also been asking for a deadline for
the ratification of 2012 Doha amendments to
the Kyoto Protocol to give a legal shape to
the ‘pre-2020’ commitments.
After a week of squabbling, the solution
that came out was not exactly what the
developing countries had been demanding,
but still addressed their issues adequately
enough. It was agreed that the next two
climate conferences, in 2018 and 2019, will
have special ‘stock-taking’ sessions on the
‘pre-2020 actions’ being taken by different
countries. This stock-take would include not
just the efforts that countries were taking to
reduce their greenhouse gas emissions but
also the kind of progress that developed
nations were making on their obligations to
provide finance and technology support to
the developing countries in helping them deal
with climate change.
‘Pre-2020 actions’ would also be included
for discussion in another scheduled review
meeting at next year’s conference where
countries have to assess whether all the
climate actions they are planning to take
was commensurate to keeping the global
temperatures from rising beyond 1.5 or 2
degree celsius from pre-industrial times,
which is the goal of the Paris Agreement.
In addition, it was also decided that the head
of the conference, currently Fiji, and the
secretary general of UN Climate Change
would send joint letters to all the countries that
have still not ratified the Doha Amendments to
do so “as soon as possible”. Countries have
been asked to submit, by May 1 next year,
to provide written information on steps they
were taking to fulfil their ‘pre-2020’ obligations
and to ratify the Doha Amendments.
“It is a very satisfactory outcome for us….
A strong message was communicated to
developed countries that post-2020 climate
action as part of the Paris Agreement cannot
be divorced from pre-2020 commitments,”
Environment Secretary C K Mishra said.
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“The year 2018 is an important year for the
climate change negotiations as it would help
finalize the Paris Agreement rulebook and
perhaps would also be the last opportunity
to close the emissions gap by developed
countries,” he said.
The breakthrough came on a day that heads
of states and ministers gathered in Bonn to
give the final touches to decisions that would
be taken here. In the last two days, countries
have also reached separate agreements
on issues related to agriculture, loss and
damages, integration of gender in climate
policy. All these agreements, including the
one reached on ‘pre-2020 actions’, would be
reflected in the final decisions to be adopted
at the end of Bonn meeting.
A number of other issues, including those
related to finance, and preparation of the
rulebook for the Paris Agreement, are still
under discussions.
http://indianexpress.com/article/world/bonn-climatechange-conference-big-win-for-india-and-developingcountries-key-demands-on-pre-2020-actions-likely-to-bemet-4939032/

World carbon emissions on the
rise after 3 years of stability
November 13, 2017, The Hindustan Times,
Reuters, Bonn

World carbon emissions are set to rise 2%
this year to a new record, scientists said on
Monday, dashing hopes that global emissions
had already peaked.
Carbon emissions had been roughly flat from
2014-16, but will increase this year mainly
due to a rise in China after a two-year decline,
the scientists said.
Their data, presented during negotiations
among almost 200 nations in Germany about
details of the 2015 Paris Agreement climate
accord, are a setback to a global goal of
curbing emissions to avert more downpours,
heat waves, and rising sea levels.
“The plateau of last year was not peak
emissions after all,” the Global Carbon
Project, a group of 76 scientists in 15
countries, wrote of the findings.
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Carbon dioxide emissions from fossil
fuels and industry, the bulk of man-made
greenhouse gases, were on track to gain 2%
in 2017 from 2016 levels to a record high of
about 37 billion tonnes, it said.
“Global CO2 emissions appear to be going
up strongly once again ... This is very
disappointing,” said lead researcher Corinne
Le Quere, director of the Tyndall Centre for
Climate Change Research at the University
of East Anglia in Britain.
Glen Peters, another leader of the study at
the CICERO Center for International Climate
Research in Oslo, said China’s emissions
were set to rise 3.5%, driven by more coal
demand amid stronger economic growth.
China, the top greenhouse gas emitter ahead
of the United States, accounts for almost
30% of world emissions.
US emissions were set to decline by 0.4% in
2017, a smaller fall than in recent years, also
reflecting more burning of coal.
Coal’s gains were linked to a rise in the price
of natural gas that made coal more attractive
in power plants, Peters told Reuters, rather
than the effects of US President Donald
Trump’s pro-coal policies.
Trump plans to pull out of the Paris
Agreement.
Worldwide “we are probably in the levelto-upwards direction for emissions in the
next years rather than level or downwards,”
Peters said, because of stronger global gross
domestic product (GDP) growth.
Richard Black, director of the Energy and
Climate Intelligence Unit think-tank who
was not involved in the study, said carbon
emissions per unit of GDP were falling.
This year “might well prove a small blip on
an otherwise flattening emissions curve,” he
said.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/worldcarbon-emissions-on-the-rise-after-3-years-of-stability/
story-LJJMMQ0YsQaJ9WNOiqQ2DO.html

Opinion
What is Earth’s climate future?
November 13, 2017, The
Hindu, G.
Ananthakrishnan

A book on geological
history that explains
climate change
It is climate season again as the UN Climate
Change Conference (CoP23) considers
a greener future for the planet in Bonn,
Germany. There is plenty of literature on the
topic, but it is always useful to get it organised
between the covers of a book. Australian
climate scientist and conservationist Tim
Flannery, inThe Weather Makers(2005),
provides a researched and cogent explanation
of carbon dioxide’s role in keeping the globe
warm and preventing it from deep freezing.
A lot more has happened over the past
decade, of course, in terms of scientific
reports published on the impact of man-made
greenhouse gas emissions on ecosystems,
led by scientists of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change. Prof. Flannery’s
book provides a foundational understanding
of all the connected phenomena.
To understand concerns over Earth’s future,
it is useful to delve into geological history.
We learn, in an accessible explanation given
by Prof. Flannery, of the explanation by
astrophysicist Milutin Milankovitch in the 20th

century, of three principal cycles that are
responsible for Earth’s climatic variability —
its orbit, axis and a wobble on its axis — all
taking place at intervals, variously, of about
100,000 years and 22,000 years. To this we
must add human interventions in the latest
warm phase over the past 8,000 years that
culminated in atmospheric carbon dioxide
of 280 parts per million (ppm) just before
the Industrial Revolution. Since then, the
levels have risen steadily due to man-made
emissions, touching 403.3 ppm last year.

COP23 - “Firms need certainty
on climate policy to unlock
investments”

Just how long can humanity hope to maintain a
liveable climate in the present warm phase?The
Weather Makersprovides insights into how
civilisations responded to adverse events,
such as a rise in rainfall in Mesopotamia after
a slight shift of Earth’s orbit between 10000
and 4000 BC, and a further reversal in 2800
BC that drove people to other parts where
managed irrigation developed as a response.
The book cuts across geological time in about
330 pages. It was written when the world was
struggling to get the major nations to take the
Kyoto Protocol seriously. The international
community has advanced since, and has
the Paris Agreement as a template on the
one hand and the rise of low-cost green
technologies on the other. It is encouraging
that a young generation now wants to go green
and shun fossil fuels. When Prof. Flannery
wrote the book, industry and business mostly
campaigned against the science, but today,
they are ready to embrace it.

COP23 - “Bonn talks will be about
the heart of the Paris Agreement”

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/what-isearths-climate-future/article20376179.ece

says Sabine Nallinger, Managing
Director of the Foundation 2° German Businesses for Climate
Protection.
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/
news/cop23-firms-need-certaintyclimate-policy-unlock-investments

says Jochen Flasbarth, State
Secretary in the Environment
Ministry.
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/
news/cop23-bonn-talks-will-be-aboutheart-paris-agreement

COP23 - “The outgoing
government could well act more
boldly in Bonn”
says Ann-Kathrin Schneider,
team-leader international
climate policy at Friends of the
Earth Germany (BUND).
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/
news/cop23-outgoing-governmentcould-well-act-more-boldly-bonn

COP23 - “Our guests will be
surprised how much Germany still
relies on coal”
says Annalena Baerbock, climate
spokesperson of the Greens.
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/
news/cop23-our-guests-will-besurprised-how-much-germany-reliescoal

COP 23 - “Germany can achieve
most for the climate by exporting
its technology”
says Carsten Rolle, head of the
energy and climate policy
department at the Federation of
German Industries (BDI).
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/
news/cop23-germany-can-achievemost-climate-technology-export
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Feature
COP 23: Three ways cities
are leading the fight against
climate change
November 20, 2017, Business Standard, Bonn

The global population is predicted to rise
to 10 billion by 2050, and the majority of
those people will live in cities. Given that
cities already account for 75% of the world’s
energy use and 76% of carbon dioxide
emissions, there’s a growing focus on how
urban planning and design can reduce
emissions and help humanity to adapt to the
impacts of climate change.
Representatives of the world’s global
powers have gathered in Bonn to attend
the 23rd Conference of the Parties to the
UN Convention on Climate Change – more
pithily known as COP 23.
Working together to affect large-scale change
has been the key message of the conference.
There has been a groundswell of urban
innovation on show, largely driven by the
mayors and governors of cities and regions,
as well as industry leaders and universities
interested in promoting opportunities for
greener growth.
These bodies have formed alliances and
networks to develop ideas and strategies
around smart mobility, renewable energy,
living infrastructure and sustainable urban
design. This has been the good news story
of COP 23. The conference has given nation
states a unique opportunity to work more
closely with cities, to plan for climate change.
So, in my role as an urban and regional
planner (in practice and academia) I spent
some time in Bonn finding out about the
exciting ways that cities are leading the fight
against climate change.

1. Low-carbon precincts
One aim is for current and future cities to
be powered by 100% renewable electricity.
This can be achieved with a combination of
renewable energy sources such as wind, solar
or hydro, with battery storage and microgrids
integrating with national grids as needed.
Cities will have integrated transport systems
with electric-powered light rail and personal
vehicles, while promoting active travel such as
walking and cycling. Designing for integrated
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green precincts will bring greater benefits for
local communities than one green building
at a time. For example, community recycling
and solar programs are more feasible on a
larger precinct scale.
Of course, there are challenges to overcome.
Finding appropriate locations for renewable
energy farms that are also acceptable to the
local people requires careful consideration of
design guidelines and community engagement
in the decision-making process.
The ICLEI 100% Renewable Cities
Network is a prime example of the work
being done to achieve this, by connecting
cities to share knowledge and support each
other. The network includes cities such as
Canberra, the Australian capital, which is on
track to achieve its target of 100% renewable
electricity by 2020.

2. Living infrastructure
Cities across the world are increasingly
incorporating living infrastructure, to deliver
social, environmental and economic services
to urban communities. This is done by
integrating trees, shrubs, grass and open
spaces (green infrastructure); rainscapes
and waterways (blue infrastructure); and
soils, surface and man-made structures
(grey infrastructure) into the fabric of the
city. In China’s “sponge cities”, rooftop
gardens help to capture storm water and
regulate the temperature of the building.
Copenhagen’s cloudburst plan rethinks the
way water flows through the city by installing
channels above and beneath the surface to
prevent flooding. And water sensitive urban
design is being put to use in drier cities,
to make efficient use of everything from
rainwater to waste water.
Living infrastructure also offers naturebased solutionsfor coastal cities under
increasing threat from rising sea levels and
more extreme coastal storms. For instance,
replanting mangroves and coastal vegetation
provides softer barriers between land and
sea, while restoring natural waterways
by removing dams and man-made canal
systems can reduce the urban heat island
effect and mitigate its negative impacts on
human health.

3. Urban networks
Urban networks make use of digital
connectivity and the internet of things to
help cities far and wide work toward global
goals: think everything from integrated green
transport systems, to big data for improving
resource efficiency, to innovative platforms
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for exchanging knowledge and practices
between cities, towns and villages.
Organisations such as the C40, ICLEI and
the Global Covenant of Mayors are already
helping to coordinate action between city
leaders – and at COP 23 the Climate Summit
of Local and Regional Leaders adopted
the Bonn Fiji Commitment to deliver the Paris
Agreement at all levels. Built environment
professionals from around the world are
also joining the groundswell of urban
action, launching the Planners for Climate
Action group this week at COP 23.
It’s also critical that the people making decisions
in cities can connect with researchers who are
gathering evidence in this area. Two global
examples I am actively involved with are
the Urban Climate Change Research Network led
by Columbia University, and the United Nations
Sustainable Development Solutions Network led
by Professor Jeffrey Sachs.

Making it happen
Sustainable solutions such as these need
green financing mechanisms and support from
national governments if they are to deliver real
outcomes on the ground. At COP 23, the World
Bank unveiled a new programme designed to
provide cities with a vehicle to raise necessary
funding and investment, in partnership with
private enterprise.
In one of the conference’s key finance
sessions, the former leader of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change,
Christiana Figueres, stressed that green
finance will be the key to urban change, with
a current industry target of $US1 trillion, and
more in green bonds by 2020.
Nation states now have a responsibility to
enable this wave of urban innovation to move
forward. Despite the growing power of city
and regional governments, national urban
policies still play a central role in carrying
out international agendas such as the New
Urban Agenda, the Sustainable Development
Goals and the Paris Agreement.
While a few states may choose to ignore
international agreements, this groundswell
of collaborative action across businesses,
governments and communities is sending a
strong message that national governments
would be wise to heed. Embracing and
investing in urban transformation that
improves the health of people and the planet
is clearly a winning strategy.
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/
cop-23-three-ways-cities-are-leading-the-fight-againstclimate-change-117112000421_1.html

Developed nations agree to
make progress on pre-2020
climate actions
November 15, 2017, The Times of India, Vishwa
Mohan, Bonn

BONN, GERMANY: The inaugural day of the
high-level segment at the ongoing UN climate
conference (COP23) on Wednesday brought
cheers for developing countries, including
India, as the developed nations finally agreed
to budge on the issue of their pre-2020 actions.
The issue, which entails revisiting of greenhouse
gas mitigation (emission cut) targets by
developed countries and provision of finance,
technology and capacity building support to
developing countries, has now found a place
in the draft decision text of the COP23.
Since the developed countries are now on
board to show their pre-2020 actions and
get it reviewed in 2018 and 2019, the issue
will finally get reflected as ‘decision’ of this
conference. It is expected that the 2018
facilitative dialogue - called Talanoa dialogue
- will discuss pre-2020 actions of rich nations
apart from looking at the climate actions of all
nations under the Paris Agreement.
Under the draft text, all countries will be asked
by the COP president to ratify the second
commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol
(KP-II) “as soon as possible”. It is also
agreed that a periodic stocktake on pre-2020
implementation and ambition will take place at
COP24 in 2018 and COP25 in 2019. The rich
nations will also have to submit the pre-2020
actions they had taken by May 1, 2018.
“The
lost
agenda
in
climate
change negotiations at COP23 on ambitious
pre-2020 mitigation action by developed
countries was redeemed with efforts by India,
China and other developing countries”, said
India’s environment secretary C K Mishra.
Reacting on the positive development, he
said, “Many of the proposals floated by
India as part of the Like Minded Developing
Countries (LMDC) group were agreed upon
by the COP Presidency and found a place in
the draft decision text.”
The compromise was reached during joint
consultations where all the countries agreed
to discuss the critical issue of pre-2020 action
as part of “Talanoa Dialogue” next year and
not as part of the COP23 agenda which
was originally demanded by the developing
countries. The issue had been a major
sticking point right from the day one of the
conference. Developing countries had been

demanding forward movement on pre-2020
actions, noting that the post-2020 climate
action as part of the Paris Agreement cannot
be divorced from the pre-2020 commitments
under the Kyoto Protocol.
The Protocol, which was adopted in 1997,
refer to existing obligations of rich nations to
take mitigation actions. Though the developed
countries had in Doha in 2012 amended it and
agreed to undertake their aggregate emission
cuts by at least 18% by 2020 below the
1990 levels, most of them, including the EU,
have, so far, not even ratified the decision.
Its ratification is important for global climate
action for the years leading up to 2020. So
far, only 84 of the total 191 signatories have
ratified it. It’ll become operational only after
being ratified by minimum 144 countries.
“Strong voices of concern by developing
countries prompted the COP presidency to
recognise their concerns and call for early
ratification of the KP-II and consult United
Nations Secretary General to encourage
it. The draft text address the key demand
from India on a mid-2018 deadline for this
process,” said Mishra.
Ministers of BASIC countries - Brazil,
South Africa, India and China - on Wednesday
spoke at length on the importance of pre-2020
actions by rich nations under KP for driving
the post-2020 commitments forward under
the Paris Agreement. India’s environment
minister Harsh Vardhan said, “While we are
doing our bit, our strong commitment must
be met by the leadership that the developed
countries are supposed to provide in taking
actions regarding mitigation and support in
terms of finance and technologies”.

Stating that India has been among the
front-runners in meeting its voluntary pre2020 targets of reducing emission intensity
of its GDP, the minister during a joint press
conference with other BASIC ministers
called upon both developed and developing
countries to fulfill their commitment for pre2020 period.
The Talanoa dialogue process, which has
got a significant traction in public discourse
here during the COP23, is a Fijian concept of
negotiations and discussions to arrive at an
acceptable solution. Talanoa is a traditional
word used in Fiji and the Pacific to reflect
a process of inclusive, participatory and
transparent dialogue. The purpose of Talanoa
is to share stories, build trust and to make
wise decisions, which are for the collective
good. The process of Talanoa involves
the sharing of ideas, skills and experience
through storytelling.
Blaming others and making critical
observations are inconsistent with the building
of mutual trust and respect, and therefore
inconsistent with the concept of Talanoa. It
fosters stability and inclusiveness in relation
to dialogue, by creating a safe space which
embraces mutual respect for a platform for
decision making for a greater good.
The president of the COP23, Fijian Prime
Minister Frank Bainimarama, named the 2018
facilitative dialogue (FD) as the ‘Talanoa’
dialogue. The FD will be meant for taking
stock of the countries’ collective efforts in
relation to progress towards their long-term
climate goal under the Paris Agreement.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/
developed-nations-agree-to-make-progress-on-pre-2020climate-actions/articleshow/61662706.cms
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Talk Over
Interview with Ursula
Mathar, VP BMW Group
What global trends are
you seeing now which
are driving the future of
mobility?
We’re currently seeing
an increase in demand
for new mobility services that improve the
quality of life in urban areas. At the moment,
there are large amounts of traffic on urban
streets that create an increase in air pollution
and loud noise. From our conversations
with city officials, we’ve learned that future
mobility services can only be successful if
they can efficiently connect public transport
and individual mobility.
We presented our conception of future
mobility during BMW’s 100 year anniversary
with the BMW VISION NEXT concept
cars. The car of the future is autonomous,
connected, electric, sustainable, and, if
desired, shareable between multiple clients.
We see trends toward these developments in
“Automated,” “Connected, “Electrified,” and
“Shared” – ACES for short.
In coming years, we will witness the automobile
change more rapidly and substantially than
ever before. Our customers should look
forward to new technology and customization
options. The future is exciting!
How is BMW helping to develop smart
and liveable cities?
We have the opportunity to make cities more
livable through technology. Our innovative
vehicles and services are the primary method
to achieve this.
Additionally, the BMW Group has founded
a research center for urban mobility, with
comprised of a variety of experts from
different fields. The joint task of the team is to
engage with leaders of big cities and analyze
their needs. This is at the prerequisite for
developing new urban mobility solutions
together with cities.
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What do you see as the barriers to achieving
large scale sustainable urban mobility?

Why does BMW continue to be involved
with the Sustainable Innovation Forum?

There are currently big differences in how
electro-mobility is being promoted in different
countries and cities. Positive examples,
like Norway, show what can be achieved
with a proactive effort – one in three new
cars is electric. Unfortunately, there is a
lack of adequate electric vehicle charging
infrastructure in many cities worldwide. This
can scare away potential customers, who
would otherwise want to make the switch to
environmentally-friendly electro-mobility.

The BMW Group’s commitment to the
Sustainable Innovation Forum is a unique
tradition, and for good reason. Sustainable
management is part of our corporate strategy.
We have a holistic approach to sustainability
across our entire value chain. At the same
time, we are aware for that many goals can
only be achieved in cooperation with partners
and stakeholders. That’s why we are taking
part in an exchange of ideas and information
with other stakeholders as part of this global
dialogue. The forum is the perfect venue for
this.

What are the key innovations and
solutions that BMW are bringing to the
climate change effort?
In our view, it is crucial to adopt a
comprehensive approach to combatting
climate change as business. Within the
framework of our ten sustainability goals,
we have targets for our products, services,
production, and supply chain. In this way,
we want to significantly reduce the CO2
emissions of our vehicles, be a leading
provider of electro-mobility, and permanently
change mobility behaviour in cities.
At the same time, we are continuing to pursue
our goal of further reducing CO2 emissions
at our production facilities. We are increasing
the energy efficiency of our facilities and are
investing in renewable energy. Our vision is
to ultimately have a completely emissionsfree production process. To achieve this, we
increased the share of renewable energy in
our purchased energy mix to 63%. We built
wind turbines at our Leipzig plant, where we
build our BMW i vehicles. Our Oxford plant
is relying on solar energy, while our Rosslyn,
South Africa plant uses biogas. In the US we
use energy sources such as hydropower as
well as methane gas. There are countless
examples of how we are achieving our energy
goal step by step.
How does your involvement with Formula
E support your BMWi/urban mobility
offering?
While decarbonization is the key theme of
our industry, the BMW Group has a strong
athletic identity in its brand and production.
Our dynamic identity has always made our
products stand out. Given the air quality
needs of large cities, Formel E offers an
interesting approach to combining racing and
sustainable mobility.
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About the Sustainable Innovation Forum
The largest business-focused event held
during the annual Conference of Parties
(COP), the Sustainable Innovation Forum
2017 heads to Bonn, Germany – the home
of the UNFCCC.
Now in its 8th year, the event will
gather 600+ of the most influential national
and local policy makers, UN agencies,
business leaders, investors and international
NGOs to meet, share knowledge and lead by
example towards the full achievement of the
Paris Agreement’s ambitious climate goals.
Ursula Mathar, VP BMW Group
Ursula Mathar is the BMW Group Vice
President of „Sustainability & Environmental
Protection“. She is responsible for the
companies’ sustainability strategy and the
steering of sustainability and environmental
protection management.
Key areas included are the steering of
the BMW sustainability network and
the environmental functions of all BMW
production sites worldwide, the integration
of sustainability in the value chain, and the
sustainability reporting. Ursula Mathar is a
member of the BMW Sustainability Board
and the BMW Sustainability Circle.
She holds a business degree and a
pharmacist license. Before joining the BMW
Group in 2012, she worked for Bayer AG in
marketing and sustainability functions.
http://www.cop-23.org/fr/knowledge-centre/interviews/
interview-with-ursula-mathar-vp-bmw-group

Open Window
United Nation Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)

COP23

https://cop23.com.fj/
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/cop-23-bonn/fijian-cop23-presidency-website/

Climate Action

Carbon Brief

https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop23-key-outcomes-agreed-un-climate-talks-bonn
http://www.cop-23.org/

United Nation Sustainable Development

The Climate Group

https://www.theclimategroup.org/news/cop23-reflections-bonn
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cop23/

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation Building and Nuclear Safety

Down To Earth

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/focus/cop-23-(bonn)

https://www.cop23.de/en/
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View Point

The Minister pointed out that India Pavilion is
a window to our heritage and our progress,
our traditions and indigenous technology,
aspirations and achievements.
Inviting views and best practices among
different stakeholders, Dr. Harsh Vardhan
stated that one of the key global objectives
is to develop an inclusive world order that
does not leave anyone behind. The Minister
underlined poverty eradication as one of the
most fundamental objectives we all must work
together upon. Dr. Harsh Vardhan also pointed
out that the contribution of citizens, sustainable
lifestyles and climate justice provides an
alternative means to address climate change,
which must be rigorously pursued
The Minister also highlighted several key
initiatives at the national and state level.

“India considers Climate
Change as a major Threat to
Collective being, wants to Play
a Positive and Constructive
Role in Combating it”: Dr.
Harsh Vardhan
Press Information Bureau, November 06, 2017

Union Minister of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Dr. Harsh Vardhan has said
that India considers climate change as a major
threat to collective well-being and wants to
play a positive, as well as constructive role in
combating it. Addressing a gathering at the
inauguration of India Pavilion at the ongoing
meeting of Conference of Parties (COP-23)
at Bonn in Germany today, the Minister said
that climate change will put a disproportionate
burden on the poor and marginalised
sections of the global community. He added
that scientific evidence clearly indicates the
severity of climate change and the cost of
delayed action. “Access to clean air, water,
and a livable climate are inalienable human
rights. And solving this crisis is just not a
question of politics, it is our moral obligation”,
Dr. Harsh Vardhan said.
Emphasising that though India’s per capita
emissions are only one-third of global average
and its contribution to global stock of carbon
dioxide is less than 3%, India has still moved
ahead with implementation of path-breaking
initiatives under the leadership of the Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi.

14 Green
Voice

The following is the text of the Environment
Minister’s speech in Bonn today:
“I welcome you all to the India Pavilion at
COP 23. India considers climate change a
major threat to our collective well-being and
wishes to play a positive and constructive role
in combating it. We have large vulnerable
populations and therefore, we take the
challenge seriously, especially because
climate change shall put disproportionate
burden on the poor and marginalized sections
of the global community. Therefore, this COP
is of great significance to all of us.
We have gathered here at COP-23 in Bonn to
move forward and work towards developing
guidelines for efficient implementation of the
Paris Agreement under the Convention.
Scientific evidence clearly indicates the
severity of it and the cost of delayed action.
Access to clean air, water, and a liveable
climate are inalienable human rights. And
solving this crisis is just not a question
of politics, it is our moral obligation. We
have only one planet and humankind must
become accountable for the destruction of
our collective home. Protecting our future
on this planet depends on the conscious
evolution of our species. Though India’s per
capita emissions are only one-third of global
average, and its contribution to global stock
of carbon dioxide is less than 3%, it has
still moved ahead with implementation of
path breaking initiatives under the dynamic
leadership of the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi.
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In this context, the India Pavilion is a window
to our heritage and our progress; our
traditions and our indigenous technology; our
aspirations and our achievements. India’s
new economic momentum is a subject of
international attention and a source of global
opportunity.
A series of events will be hosted at India
Pavilion showcasing India’s achievement,
contributions and initiatives to address
various dimensions of climate change and we
invite exchange of views and best practices
among different stakeholders. Therefore,
we are here with a constructive and positive
approach. One of the key global objectives
is to develop an inclusive world order that
leaves no one behind. Therefore, poverty
eradication is one of the most fundamental
objective that we all must work together to
bestow upon the future generations a healthy
and green planet.
Under the visionary leadership of Prime
Minister, we have launched many policies
and institutional mechanisms to advance
our climate actions. These initiatives are
a reflection of our commitment towards
addressing climate change concerns
including energy security, food and water
security, capacity enhancement at national
and state level etc. Some of the key initiatives
include:
•

Achieving about 58.3 GW of Renewable
Energy Capacity out of a targeted 175
GW for 2022.

•

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana for
providing free LPG connections and
Ujala for embracing energy efficient
LED bulbs dedicated towards supporting
citizens move towards sustainable
lifestyle.

•

The broad policy initiatives of the central
government are supplemented by
actions of the State Governments. 32
States and Union Territories have put in
place the State Action Plan on Climate
Change attempting to mainstream
climate change concerns in their
planning process.

•

As part of our mission on strategic
knowledge on climate change, we have
established 8 Global Technology Watch
Groups in the areas of Renewable
Energy Technology, Advance Coal
Technology,
Enhanced
Energy

•

•

Efficiency, Green Forest, Sustainable
Habitat, Water, Sustainable Agriculture
and Manufacturing.

•

Greening of India’s extensive Railway
routes and Highways is being
undertaken.

India is one of the few countries where,
despite ongoing development, forest and
tree cover has increased transforming
country’s forests into a net sink owing to
national policies aimed at conservation
and sustainable management of
forests.

•

Air Quality Index launched in over 30
cities to provide real-time data of air
pollution on daily basis.

A number of schemes for transformation
and rejuvenation of urban areas have
been launched including Smart Cities
Mission, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation. These
schemes have integrated appropriate
adaptation and mitigation measures for
environment protection.

•

Swachh Bharat Mission has been
launched with aim to make India clean
and litter free. Government has recently
revised following waste management
rules to make them more effective,
efficient and stringent.

•

Government has revised six waste
management rules which are more
effective, efficient and stringent.
These include rules for solid waste,
Plastic waste, E-waste, bio-Medical
and Hazardous and Construction and
Demolition Waste.

•

•

•

•

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
has been formulated with the vision of
extending the coverage of irrigation and
improving water use efficiency ‘More
crop per drop’.
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana has
been launched for farmers’ welfare.
Another scheme has been launched to
provide Soil Health Card to every farmer.
Further Government of India has set up
the goal is to double the income of the
farmers by 2022.
Second Phase of Science Express
Climate Action Special train with the
aim to create awareness among various
sections of society, especially students,
on the science of climate change, the
observed and anticipated impacts, and
different possible responses as to how
climate change can be combated.

•

Zero Effect, Zero Defect is a policy
initiative to enhance energy efficiency
and resources efficiency in Medium &
Small Industries.

•

Another important initiative relating to
rivers is the National Mission for Clean
Ganga which seeks to rejuvenate the
river along its length of more than 2,500
km.

•

Digital India has been launched to
transform India into digital empowered
society and knowledge economy.

•

All these schemes contribute
mitigation and adaptation.

to

India has been ambitious in its climate
change actions and expect other countries
also to be ambitious based on their historical
responsibility on the basis of equity and
Common but Differentiated Responsibilities.
We also believe that contribution of citizens,
sustainable lifestyles and climate justice
provides an alternative means to address
climate change which must be rigorously
pursued.”
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=173279

Government has launched “Skill India”
with the target to provide skill training
in various sectors including sustainable
development to about 400 million people
by 2022.
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Media Analysis
Methodology
The study adopted the following procedure for data
collection and analysis:
•

Three prominent Hindi newspapers (Dainik
Jagran, Hindustan and Dainik Bhaskar) and four
English Newspapers (The Hindu, The Times
of India, The Indian Express and Hindustan
Times), were reviewed from November 1 to
November 30, 2017

Among the 46 news items only 7 articles were written
on editorial pages-about the cop23 The Hindustan
Times newspaper has maximum number of edit
articles written on the issue 3. Hindustan and The
Hindu also published two editorials each during the
monitoring period.

Format of coverage of CoP-23
Format of News Coverage

News Stories

Editorial

7

•

During the study period, the coverage of the
issue was reviewed on a daily basis.

News Report

38

Front Page News

1

•

The study analyzed the type of coverage and
the space given to the news item.

Total

46

The coverage of English and Hindi
dailies on COP23
Hindi and English dailies Coverage on COP23: The
English newspapers were far ahead in covering the
conference. 37 (80%) news items were published in
English newspapers i.e. The Indian Express - 28 news
items; The Times of India – 13 news items. The Hindi
newspapers published only 9 news stories (20%) in
the month of November. This margin of difference
appeared to be high (80% by English newspapers &
20% by Hindi newspapers).

For coding the news item a certain format is followed
like: Editorial, news report and front page. Out of 46
news items nearly half of the coverages were of just
reports. Apart from this features/ articles/editorials
had been published in these seven newspapers.

Conclusion
Developed countries, led by US and the European
Union, tried their level best to not have their carbon
emissions scrutinised before 2020.
Though US faced widespread criticism after it
announced the decision to quit PA, the European
Union also connived with the US to walk away from
their pre-2020 commitments.
Overall, the outcomes represent this year decline the
coverage of COP23. The main reason newspaper
captured and focused on smog stories of pre and
post Diwali.
https://3blmedia.com/News/COP23-Here-What-Schneider-ElectricDoing-Tackle-Climate-Change

Coverage on the editorial page in seven daily newspapers
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NGO Vignettes
Centre for Climate and
Energy Solutions
https://www.c2es.org/about/

Centre for Climate and Energy Solutions
mission is to advance strong policy and
action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
promote clean energy, and strengthen
resilience to climate impacts. A key objective
is a national market-based program to reduce
emissions cost-effectively. We believe a
sound climate strategy is essential to ensure
a strong, sustainable economy.
C2ES is the successor to the Pew Center on
Global Climate Change, which was founded

in 1998, and is widely recognized as an
influential and pragmatic voice on climate
issues. We are:
•

A Trusted Source – C2ES provides
timely, impartial information and analysis
on our pressing climate and energy
challenges.

•

A Bridge-Builder – We bring city, state,
and national policymakers together with
businesses and other stakeholders to

achieve common understanding and
consensus solutions.
•

A Policy Innovator – We develop
market-based solutions and other
practical policy approaches that deliver
real and lasting climate progress.

•

A Catalyst for Business Action – We
work with Fortune 500 companies to
strengthen business action and business
support for effective climate policy.
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(Source: https://snrd-asia.org/what-agreements-were-reached-at-cop23-check-out-this-one-page-infographic-summing-up-the-key-outcomes-here/)
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https://climatetracker.blogactiv.eu/2017/11/17/cop23-pre-2020-climate-action-a-visual-guide/

https://climatetracker.blogactiv.eu/files/2017
/11/infographic-COP23-final-outcome.png

Environment

Promoting Responsibility

E

stablished in 1991, CMS has carved out a niche for itself as a research based
think tank committed to rigorous and objective analysis to support improved
policymaking.
CMS Environment, the team behind all the environmental endeavours of CMS, has
been involved multifariously in policy research and programme evaluation aimed at
creating sustainable solutions for environment protection. CMS Environment Team
has also been consistently undertaken capacity building and enhancing initiatives
with range of stakeholders to orient on contemporary environment issues like climate
change, sustainable transport, conservation, etc.
Cms Envis Centre
Established in 2000, CMS ENVIS is a premiere centre designated by Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India to facilitate
information dissemination and further the cause of environment awareness and
sensitisation. A separate space in its campus has been allocated to house documentary
films, spots/ public service messages, info-mercials, quiz programmes, jingles etc. on
environmental and wildlife issues. www.cmsenvis.nic
Green Films Resource Centre
Established in 2007, the Audio Visual Resource Centre (AVRC) is a state-of-the-art
archive of documentaries, films and audio spots on environment and development
issues.
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